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 Seats and treats, it’s a great learning tool with many valuable uses. I guess you’re wondering what 

I’m talking about when I say seats and treats. I am referring to a raised platform for a seat and a reward or 

lure. (typically this can be a treat or a game of tug or a retrieve for certain dogs).  

 In this case we will use a treat, I prefer to portion out the dogs daily food intake and use some of it 

for training to avoid over feeding and it also keeps your dog drive and desire up. Dogs are predators and will 

work for food if they’re hungry. I start by holding the lure or treat in one hand and allowing the dog to sniff 

and lick in an attempt to get the food. Let them work at it for a bit to build up drive and desire, then say the 

word “yes” and let the dog take the treat. The word “yes” will be used as the marker that communicates to 

your dog that they are getting it right. Using some type of raised platform (ex. top of a 2 piece porta-kennel 

or you can build one out of wood) allows the dog to sniff the treat in our hand while we move it toward our 

platform. Be patient with your dog as some are leary of new objects. As the dog comes close to the platform 

place a treat at the edge so your dog may easily get to it. Just before the dog recieves the treat say the word 

“yes” and let them get it.  

 Continue to put treats further up on the platform until your dog has to put its front paws on the 

platform to receive the treat. As soon as the paws are on the platform say the word “yes” just before he gets 

the treat. Continue this procedure until all four paws are on the platform. You will probably need to use your 

leash to keep the dog from running around the platform in order to get the treat. Once you have your dog 

easily stepping up onto the platform, give the command “place” as they move upon the platform and then 

say “yes” to mark the good behavior. If your dog knows the command “sit” you can give that after they are 

on the platform and then reward with a treat. You can use these steps to teach them place anywhere in your 

home, like a bed or crate. This is very helpful when someone is at the front door. You can open the door and 

allow the guest to enter without an over anxious dog to greet them. We will be working on the “down” 

command in the next newsletter, until next time.  
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Congratulations to Madison Shaw, Lead Kennel Technician, for 
being selected the November 2019 “Employee of the Month”. 
 
Madison has been working at the PawsCienda Pet Resort since 
April 2019. Her responsibilities include supervising kennel shifts as 
a Lead Kennel Technician. 
 
Madison is a junior at Patrick Henry  
High School and in her free time,  
she enjoys playing tennis, going to  
Starbucks and attending concerts. 

 

 

 



  
  

 Your poor pup, he’s at it again, scratching and biting, licking and shaking. 
 
If your pet is plagued with itchiness, know that he’s not alone. Itching, medically known as pruritis, affects many 
dogs and for a variety of reasons. And all that scratching can lead to other problems such as hair loss, hot spots, 
and infections. Effectively treating itching means finding its underlying cause, as itchiness is not a disease but a 
symptom. 
 
Parasites, especially fleas or ticks, are a common suspect in canine itching. The bites irritate your dog, and he 
scratches them. Some dogs are hypersensitive to flea saliva. One bite can trigger all-over itching for these 
sensitive pooches. Ridding the dog of fleas can solve the problem, so conscientious use of a flea treatment is 
your best bet. Many flea treatments are combined with a tick preventative, so your dog gets double protection. 
Treatments require consistency for best effect; miss a dose, and your dog becomes a target! 
 
Bacterial and fungal infections of the skin can also cause itching. Scabs, discharge, and odor are frequent 
companions to this cause of itchiness. Subsequent hot spots and infections add to your dog’s misery. 
 
Allergies can range from sensitivity to certain foods to allergens in the dog’s environment such as pollens, 
molds, dust or even grass. If your dog’s itching flares up during a particular season, his allergy struggle may be 
seasonal, making the cause easier to find. Dogs with year-round itching may have an environmental allergy or a 
food allergy. This allergy investigation requires time and patience as it involves identifying the potential irritant. 
 
For a possible food allergy, changing his diet from what he had been eating - both meals and treats - may 
uncover a sensitivity if the change improves his itchiness. Food allergies are quite common in dogs due to the 
fact that some dog foods contain too much corn, soy or other “fillers.” Switching to a higher protein food may 
make a difference but be patient while your dog’s system assimilates the new food. It can take as long as a 
month before his allergic symptoms improve. 
 
For environmental allergies, testing can be done by your vet and the results tell which allergens are indicated 
and an allergy medication can be administered. 
 
Uncovering the root cause of your dog’s itchiness can be complicated. But your furry family member will be ever 
grateful that you did.   
 
Article written by Suzanne Quigley, copywriter.  July 2, 2019 by Modern Pets   

At PawsCienda Pet 
Resort, we sell a line of 
skin products by ZYMOX 
that helps with hot spots, 
itching, ear infections and 
other allergy related 
problems.  Check out our 
ZYMOX retail on your 
next visit or feel free to 
give us a call at  
(804) 883-7245. 
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